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What is a Comprehensive Plan?

A Comprehensive Plan is a 
Community’s road map for 
the future that guides 
development and helps 
prioritize allocation of 
resources.
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Process

YOU ARE HERE!
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Public Participation

October 6th East Point Citizens’ Leadership Academy

October 17th Jefferson Park Homeowners’ Association meeting

October 20th East Point Business Breakfast

October 25th Community Meeting 1 (Wards C and D)

October 27th Community Meeting 2 (Wards A and B)

November 3rd Open House
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Components

1. Vision and Development Framework

1.1  City-Wide Vision

1.2 Future Development Map

1.3 Character Areas

1.4 Quality Community Objectives

2.   Issues/Opportunities

3.   Implementation

3.1    Policies and Goals

3.2    Short Term Work Program

4. Public Participation Summary

5. Report of Accomplishments
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Community Vision: Vision Statement

Over the next twenty-five years, the City of East Point

will develop as a leading destination in the Atlanta

metropolitan region, with many options and amenities

for its residents and visitors. While building on and

enhancing its historic assets, the City of East Point will

develop new opportunities for housing, shopping,

employment, recreation, and transportation.
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Community Vision: City-Wide Goals

The City of East Point will provide a unique living

experience by offering a sense of place and an intimate

community atmosphere with all the conveniences of

an active urban area.
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Community Vision: City-Wide Goals

Established neighborhoods will continue to foster

stable households, while new development will

provide options for future residents.
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Community Vision: City-Wide Goals

Downtown East Point will grow as the heart of the

city, with a dynamic mixed use environment where

people can live, shop, work, and socialize.
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Community Vision: City-Wide Goals

Residents of the City of East Point will have greater

opportunities to engage in public activities locally

through neighborhood-scale retail and housing

developments; enhanced greenspace and recreation

opportunities; enhanced transportation options for

the community, including improved pedestrian and

bicycle infrastructure; and the connection of the city

from east to west through streetscaped corridors.
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Community Vision: City-Wide Goals

Strong neighborhood associations and community events

will provide opportunities for citizens to become

engaged and involved in East Point activities.



MISSION 2036 Comprehensive Plan Update

Community Vision: City-Wide Goals

The city’s goal of fostering economic development

will provide employment opportunities, taking advantage

of the best transportation access in the region and

recruiting new employment-generating companies.
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Future Development Map and Character Areas

• The Future Development Map (FDM) replaces the Future Land Use Map.

• This map organizes the city into 10 character areas. 

• The exercise of defining the city into these areas creates geographically-based policy for 
creating and maintaining “sense of place”. 

• The Character Area supporting narrative:

• Describes forms, styles, and patterns of development with words and graphics

• Defines the vision for the future

• Should be used to evaluate re-zoning requests

Community Development Framework
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Character Areas: Future Development Map
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Character Areas: Suburban Residential

• Stable, established suburban 
neighborhoods

• Mix of housing types: predominantly single-
family with accessory housing units

• Some multi-family along collector roads 
and at intersections where it currently 
exists

• Institutional uses: schools and churches

• More non-motorized transportation 
connecting recreation, commercial, and 
institutional facilities to neighborhoods

• Sidewalks and improved streetscape 
(lighting, bicycle lanes) on major roads
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Character Areas: Traditional Urban Neighborhood

• Traditional urban neighborhoods close to 
downtown

• Smaller lots, streets in a grid network

• Distinct community identity through 
architectural style, signature signage

• Diverse housing types: single-family, multi-
family, duplex, triplex

• Historic properties are protected with the 
establishment of a historic district

• Walkable/bikeable environment with 
sidewalks on all roads and improved 
streetscape on major roads
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Character Areas: Redevelopment Neighborhood

• Traditional urban neighborhoods close to 
downtown

• Smaller lots, streets in a grid network

• Future investment will improve housing 
conditions and reduce the number of 
vacant homes and lots

• Variety of housing types: single-family, two-
family, multi-family

• Encourage high-quality infill and 
rehabilitation of structures while 
protecting historic assets

• Renew financial investment and 
neighborhood pride
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Character Areas: Growing Residential

• Master planned developments provide a 
mix of residential housing types: single-
family attached, single-family detached, and 
multi-family

• Neighborhood-serving retail and 
community amenities

• Institutional uses: neighborhood-centered 
schools

• Abundant greenspace

• Improved connections between these 
areas and downtown East Point

• More non-motorized transportation 
options, such as multi-use trails/bike lanes

• Build strong neighborhood identities

• Locate development within walking 
distance of neighborhood retail centers
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Character Areas: Neighborhood Center

• Variety of activities: general retail, service 
commercial, professional office, higher-
density housing, and public/open space

• More aesthetically appealing, marketable to 
prospective tenants, accessible to 
pedestrians and bicyclists

• Locally-owned neighborhood-scale shops 
(not big box retail)

• Walkable: good sidewalk connections, 
street trees, street furniture, plazas and 
parks

• These sites will develop distinct identities 
and serve as local gathering places, 
locations for festivals and markets
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Character Areas: Regional Center

• Revenue-generating regionally-marketed:

• Commercial and retail uses

• Office and employment areas

• Higher-education facilities

• Creatively repurposed surface parking

• Public gathering spaces, pocket parks

• Congestion mitigation strategies

• High quality design standards, building 
materials, energy efficiency

• Pedestrian-oriented design, parking in rear 
of buildings, bicycle lanes, improved 
connectivity

• Transit service to connect regional 
centers, downtown, and MARTA
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Character Areas: Town Center Subarea 1: Downtown

• Heart of the city

• Destination for residents and visitors

• Pedestrian-oriented

• Protect historic assets, rehabilitate historic 
properties, ensure compatible infill

• Mixed-use development: retail on the 
ground floor with office or residential 
above

• Eclectic mix of local businesses

• Variety of types of open space: casual 
gathering places, facilities for outdoor 
entertainment

• Transit-oriented development around 
MARTA station
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Character Areas: Town Center Subarea 2: Lawrence Street

• Mixed-use, walkable, pedestrian-oriented 
neighborhoods

• Vacant industrial properties are converted 
into modern residential, commercial, and 
high-tech industrial developments

• Large tracts are subdivided into small 
blocks and connected to surrounding 
neighborhoods

• Parking is in the rear or building interior

• Green space, civic amenities

• Sustainable building and site design

• Densities transition from high in the 
center to lower at the edges to protect 
and buffer surrounding neighborhoods
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Character Areas: Town Center Subarea 3: Willingham Warehouse District

• Mixed-use infill in the existing industrial 
environment

• Loft-style housing, artists’ studios, and 
live/work spaces bring a new “creative 
class” to the city

• Entertainment retail focus – restaurants, 
bars, nightclubs for residents and hotel 
visitors on nearby Virginia Avenue

• Some light industrial uses remain, to retain 
local employment and the characteristic 
“grittiness” of Willingham Drive

• Connect to downtown via new or existing 
bicycle, sidewalk, and shuttle networks
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Character Areas: Industrial: Subareas 1 (Legacy) and 2 (Industrial / Business Park)

• Subarea 1: Legacy Industrial (Central 
Avenue and Oakleigh Drive)

• Subarea 2: Industrial / Business Park (Duke 
Realty, Southmeadow, etc.)

• Light industrial

• Heavy industrial uses (auto repair, 
warehouse, manufacturing, recycling) only 
in Subarea I

• Excellent transportation access

• New modern/high-tech industrial users, 
like film studios and server farms

• Special zoning concerns: protect nearby 
residential areas from sound, odor, traffic, 
etc.
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• In-town corridors: Washington Road, 
Cleveland Avenue, Main Street

• Major highway corridors: I-285, I-85, Camp 
Creek Parkway, Lakewood Freeway

• Corridor strategies:

• Improve streetscapes

• Add sidewalks and pedestrian 
crossing where appropriate

• Employ traffic calming measures

• Increase opportunities for non-
motorized transit

• Gateway strategies:

• Provide a sense of arrival

• Establish distinct sense of place / 
community identity

• Add signature signage, landscaping, 
and other beautification measures

Corridors and Gateways
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Implementation: Economic Development

• Goal:  To provide a healthy economic base under a unified economic development plan. 

• Measures of Success:

• Increases to property values,

• Rise in per capita and household incomes, 

• Increases in jobs and labor force participation rates, 

• Rehabilitation and infill development in residential neighborhoods,  and

• Expansion to the town center and regional centers.
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Implementation: Natural &Cultural Resources

• Goal:  To increase cultural and natural assets.

• Measures of Success:

• Creation of historic residential districts near downtown,

• Protection of historic structures, and

• Expansion of parks and recreation facilities by means of implementation of the 
parks and recreation master plan.
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Implementation: Housing

• Goal:  To preserve the city’s existing housing stock while developing new housing to meet 
a variety of residential types and densities in safe and orderly neighborhoods available to 
all income levels.

• Measures of Success:

• Implementing historic district(s) near downtown, 

• Reducing vacancy rates in the city, and

• Providing affordable options to residents across the life cycle. 



MISSION 2036 Comprehensive Plan Update

Implementation: Land Use and Design

• Goal:  To enhance the city’s unique character, urban design, and sense of place through 
the coordination of land development and redevelopment with transportation 
improvements.

• Measures of Success:

• Create a walkable, livable 24/7 town center that serves its citizens and visitors 
by providing an eclectic mix of historic structures amidst new mixed use 
structures offering residents and others a true downtown full of life and 
vitality,

• Redevelop neighborhood centers to cater to residential needs,

• Implement the Cleveland Avenue Corridor Master plan and Transit Oriented 
Development plan, and

• Develop gateways at major entry points with a unified signage plan signaling 
arrival into and departure from the city.
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Implementation: Transportation

• Goal:  To create a transportation system that provides a multitude of mobility options 
including transit, roads and walkways.

• Measures of Success:

• Downtown will be linked to Camp Creek, 

• Neighborhoods will be linked to commercial centers, and

• Main Street will connect Fort McPherson at the north through downtown to 
a new entertainment and warehouse district along Willingham Drive to the 
regional hotel center along Virginia Avenue. 

• These connections will offer vehicular, pedestrian and cycling options all within 
a multimodal corridor enhanced by unified streetscapes.
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Implementation:

• Community Facilities & Services Goal:  To provide community services and facilities 
in an equitable manner both socially and geographically, sensitive to all citizens’ needs, in 
an efficient, timely and cost effective manner.

Community Facilities & Services / 

Intergovernmental Coordination

• Intergovernmental Coordination Goal:  To have successful coordination both within 
the jurisdiction and with outside jurisdictions as well. This coordination will be the result 
of effective communication and collaboration resulting in benefits to East Point. 

• Measures of Success:

• Enhanced coordination with Fulton County Board of Education, Airport Area 
Working Group, Southern Crescent Committee, and McPherson Implementing 
Local Redevelopment Authority (MILRA), as well as involvement with regional 
agencies such as the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC).  
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Implementation: Population

• Goal:  To accommodate population growth and provide educational, cultural, and 
recreational opportunities to all residents in a safe and aesthetically pleasing environment. 

• Measures of Success:

• Increase coordination and communication with the Board of Education 
guaranteeing a quality education at all school age levels, which in turn will 
attract and retain families to the community, enhancing the stability of 
neighborhoods,  and

• Provide amenities that constitute a lifelong community and quality of life.


